


































Comparison Analysis on the Sugar Industry Laws 

Sugar Industry 
Amendment Act 2015 

Sugar Industry 
Amendment Bill 2024 

Sugar Industry Act 1984 
(Principal Act) 

Short title and commencement 

 

1. This Act may be cited as the 

Sugar Industry (Amendment) Act 

2015. 

 

(2) This Act shall come into force on 

the date of its publication in the 

Gazette.  

 

(3) In this Act, the Sugar Industry 

Act (Cap. 206) shall be referred to as 

the “Principal Act”. 

 

Short title and commencement 

 

1. This Act may be cited as the Sugar 

Industry (Amendment) Act 2024. 

(2) This Act comes into force on a date or 

dates appointed by the Minister by notice 

in the Gazette. 

(3) In this Act, the Sugar Industry Act 
1984 is referred to as the “Principal 
Act”. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
  

Section 2 amended 

 

2. Section 2 of the Principal Act is 

amended— 

 

(a) by deleting the definition 

of— 

 

(i) ““the Board of 

Directors of the 

Council” and “the 

Board””; and 

 

(ii)  ““the Commission””; 

and 

Section 2 amended 

 
 2. Section 2 of the Principal Act is 

amended by inserting the following new 

definitions— 

““Board” means the Board of Directors 

of the Council;”; 

““general election” means the election of 

the members of the Council;”; and  

““Minister” means the Minister 
responsible for sugar;”. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Commented [JC1]: 1. The Committee seek clarification on 
the date the Amendment Act 2015 was Gazetted? 
 
2. The Committee noted that the 2024 amendment 
referenced the Sugar Industry Act of 1984 whilst the 
Principle Act documented the year 1985. The Committee 
seek Clarification on actual year the Principle Act was 
enacted? 



 

 

(b) in the definition of “the 

institutions of the industry” 

by deleting “the 

Commission,”. 

 

  
 
 

3. Section 3 of the Principal Act is 

amended in paragraph (a) by 

deleting “the Commission,”. 

 
 
 

No Amendments 
 

 
 
 

Part II deleted 

 

4. The Principal Act is amended by 

deleting Part II on the Sugar 

Commission of 

Fiji. 

 

 
 

No Amendments 

 
 
PART II – 14 Sections of the Principal Act is deleted as per 2015 amendments.  
 

Section 18 amended 

 

5. Section 18 of the Principal Act is 

amended in— 

(a) in subsection (2) by deleting 

“after consultation with the 

Commission,”; and 

 

(b) in subsection (4) by deleting 

“after consultation with the 

Chairperson of the 

Commission,”. 

 

 

 

No Amendments 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Establishment of the Tribunal 

 
 

 
 

Commented [JC2]: The Committee noted that the 
amendment in subsection (4), 2015 refers to 'chairperson' 
rather than 'chairman'. Does the amendment intend to 
change the definition of the position or remain as is? 



  
 

Section 22 amended 

6. Section 22 of the Principal Act is 

amended in subsection (1) by 

deleting 

 

 “, after consultation with the 

Commission”. 
 

 

 

 

No Amendments 

 
 

Section 24 amended 

7. Section 24 of the Principal Act is 

amended by deleting  

 

“Higher Salaries Commission” 

and substituting with “Minister”. 
 

 

 

No Amendments 

 
 

Section 26 amended 

8. Section 26 of the Principal Act is 

amended in paragraph (n) by 

deleting  

 

“and any matter affecting industrial 

relations within the industry which is 

referred to the Tribunal by the 

Commission”. 

 

 

 

 
No Amendments 

 
 

 

Section 27 amended 

9. Section 27 of the Principal Act is 

amended by deleting 

 

 “the Commission,” wherever it 

appears. 

 

No Amendments 
 

 



 

Section 28 amended 

10. Section 28 of the Principal Act is 

amended by deleting  

 

“the Commission,” in paragraph (b). 
 

 

 

No Amendments 

 

 
 

Section 32 amended 

11. Section 32 of the Principal Act is 

amended— 

(a) by deleting subsection (1) and 

substituting the following— 

 

“(1) The Council shall consist of 

the following persons who shall 

be appointed by the Minister— 

 

(a) 2 elected representatives 

from each of the following 

cane producers’ 

association— 

(i) Rarawai and Penang Cane 

Producers’ Association; 

 

(ii) Labasa Cane Producers’ 

Association; and 

 

(iii) Lautoka Cane Producers’ 

Association; 

 

(b) the Commissioner for the 

Western Division; 

 

(c) the Commissioner for the 

Northern Division; and 

 

(d) a representative of the 

Ministry of Sugar.”; 

 

Section 32 amended 

 
3. The Principal Act is amended by 

deleting section 32 and substituting the 

following— 

“Composition of the Council” 

32.—(1) The Council consists of one 
representative from each sector. 

 

(2) A representative on the Council 

under subsection (1) must be a 

registered grower elected by 

registered growers within his or her 

sector.  

(3) The chairperson and vice-

chairperson of the Board must act 

as the chairperson and vice-

chairperson of the Council 

respectively.  

(4) The elected members of the Council 

must be taken for the purposes of 

this Act to represent on the Council, 

the districts and the mill areas in 

which they are registered growers 

and the sectors which they have 

been elected to represent on the 

Council.”. 

 
 

 

 
 
 



(b) by deleting subsection (2) and 

substituting the following— 

“(2) The Minister shall appoint 

the Chairperson of the 

Council.”; and 

 

(c) deleting subsection (3). 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Section 33 amended 

12. Section 33 of the Principal Act is 

amended by— 

(a) deleting “as a 

representative of any sector 

if he or she is not a 

registered grower in that 

sector, and as a 

representative of any district 

if he or she is not a 

registered grower in a sector 

in that district; or”’; 

 

(b) in paragraph (c) by deleting 

“under subsection (2) of 

 

 

 

 

 

No amendments 

 
 
 

Commented [JC3]: The Committee noted that the 
proposed amendment to section 32 of the Principal Act 
provides a new provision on the composition of the Council. 
The Committee queried on the selection criteria of 
candidates to the council. 



section 40” and inserting “; 

or” after “Council”; and 

 

(c) by inserting the following 

new paragraph after paragraph 

(c)— 

 

“(d) he or she is not a 

registered grower.”. 
 

 

Section 34 deleted 

13. Section 34 of the Principal 

Act is deleted. 
 

Sections 34, 34A and 35 inserted  

 
4. The Principal Act is amended after 
section 33 by inserting the following 
new sections— 
 

“Right to vote at election” 

34.—(1) Subject to subsection (4), a 

person entitled to vote in an election 

under this Part must be registered in that 

sector at the date of the election.  

(2) The Registrar of the Tribunal 

must, on the request of the 

Chief Executive of the Council, 

provide a certified list of all 

registered growers in each 

sector.  

(3) The Chief Executive of the 

Council must make available to 

any candidate in an election an 

extract from the list under 

subsection (2), showing the 

names of registered growers in 

his or her sector.  

(4) A registered grower who is 

found to be of unsound mind is 

not eligible to vote in an 

election conducted under this 

Part.  

 
 
 



(5) A registered grower who is 

eligible to vote at an election 

may appoint another person 

who manages the registered 

grower’s farm under an 

instrument of proxy, to vote at 

the election on behalf of the 

registered grower.  

(6) An instrument of proxy in this 

section must be in the form and 

contain such particulars as the 

Tribunal may determine.  

(7) Any question as to the right of 

a registered grower to vote at 

an election under this Part and 

any other question arising in 

connection with the election 

must be determined by the 

Tribunal. 

 

(8) In this section, “instrument of 

proxy” includes a power of 

attorney. 

 
Candidate eligibility  

34A.—(1) A person is eligible to contest 

an election if the person—  

(a) is a registered grower;  

(b) has produced an annual cane 

amount as prescribed by 

regulations;  

(c) is not an elected 

representative of any cane 

producers’ association; and  

(d) is of sound mind. 

 
(2) The Registrar of the Tribunal, in 

consultation with the Chief 



Executive of the Council is 

responsible for verifying the 

eligibility of candidates in 

accordance with subsection (1).  

(3) Any person who fails to meet 

the eligibility criteria in 

subsection (1) is not eligible to 

contest an election. 

 
Section 35 deleted 

14. Section 35 of the Principal 

Act is deleted. 
 

 
General election  

35.—(1) Subject to sections 36 and 37, 

each member of the Council must be 

elected at a general election and hold 

office until the next general election.  

(2) A general election must be held 
every 3 years.”. 

 
 

 
 

Section 36 amended 

15. Section 36 of the Principal Act is 

amended in subsection (1) by 

deleting— 

(a) “as representative on the 

Council of any sector”; and 

 

(b) “under subsection (1) of 

section 35” in paragraph (b). 
 

Section 36 amended  

5. Section 36 of the Principal Act is 

amended by deleting subsection (1) and 

substituting the following—  

“(1) A vacancy in the Council occurs—  

(a) on the death of a member of 

the Council;  

(b) if a member of the Council is 

disqualified from holding 

office under section 33;  

(c) at the expiration of a 

member’s term of office; or  

(d) if a member of the Council 

resigns in accordance with 

subsection (2).”. 

 

 
 

 



Section 37 deleted 

16. Section 37 of the Principal Act is 

deleted and substituted with the 

following new 

section— 
 

“Filling of vacancies caused by death, 

resignation or disqualification 

37. Where a vacancy occurs in the 

Council the Minister shall 

appoint a prominent grower to 

fill that vacancy.” 
 

Section 37 amended  

6. The Principal Act is amended by 

deleting section 37 and substituting the 

following—  

“Filling of vacancies in the Council  

37.—(1) Where there is a vacancy in the 

Council, an election must be 

held to fill the vacancy in the 

sector of which the former 

member was a representative in 

accordance with section 39 and 

the person elected must hold 

office as a representative of the 

sector until the date of the next 

general election.  

(2) An election must not be held 

under this section for any 

vacancy occurring within 6 

months before the next general 

election.”. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

No Amendments 

Sections 38 and 39 inserted  

7. The Principal Act is amended after 

section 37 by inserting the following 

new sections—  

“Supervision of election  

38.—(1) The Industrial Commissioner 

or any independent body appointed by 

the Minister has the general 

responsibility for, and must supervise 

the conduct of, a general election or an 

election.  

 
(2) Minister must make such 

arrangements as he or she thinks is 

necessary for a general election or an 

election, including the following—  

  
 
 

Commented [JC4]: The Committee noted that the 
proposed amendment to section 37 of the Principle Act 
provides a new provision on the ‘filing of vacancies in the 
council’. The Committee queried the timeline to conduct an 
election of council given that a scenario of delaying in 
electing a representative from a sector would occur. It was 
suggested that a clause should be provided for an election to 
take place immediately so that farmers are not affected by 
not being represented in the council. 



(a) making and receipt of 

nominations of 

candidates; 

(b)    manner of voting;  

(c)   preparation and distribution 

of ballot papers;  

(d) establishment of polling 

stations;  

(e)   counting of votes; and  

(f) appointment of persons to 

receive and count votes. 

  

(3) Not less than 28 days before the date 

fixed to hold a general election or 

election, the Industrial 

Commissioner or independent body 

appointed by the Minister, must 

publish a notice in the Gazette of the 

following—  

(a) the date to hold an election; 

and 

(b) the particulars of the 

arrangements under 

subsection (2).  

(4) The Tribunal may declare the 

election of any person at the general 

election to be invalid, and may direct 

that a fresh election be held in that 

sector, subject to any condition and in 

accordance with any arrangement as 

the Chief Executive of the Council in 

consultation with the Registrar of the 

Tribunal thinks fit. 

 

 

 

Commented [JC5]: The Committee noted that the 
proposed amendment to section 38 of the Principle Act 
provides a new provision on the ‘supervision of election’. 
The Committee queried on the rationale of amending 
‘Independent Chairman’ to ‘Independent Commission or a 
body appointed by the Minister’ to be responsible for the 
general election of the Council. The Committee was of the 
view that having more than one body to conduct an election 
would create an unsystematic bureaucracy depending on 
satisfactory criteria, therefore the provision outlined in 
section 38 of the Principal Act deemed viable. In that regard, 
the Committee seeks the stance of OSG on this provision. 



Section 39 deleted 

17. Section 39 of the Principal 

Act is deleted. 
 

The Principal Act is amended after 

section 38 by inserting the following 

new section— 

 
Determination of question of 

membership  

39.—(1) The Tribunal may, of its own 

discretion or on written request being 

made to it by the Chief Executive of the 

Council or any registered grower entitled 

to vote at an election under this Act, hear 

and determine any question whether—  

(a) a person has been validly 

elected at any election as a 

member of the Council; or  

(b) any member of the Council 

has vacated his or her 

office under section 36.  

(2) At the hearing of any proceedings 

under subsection (1) and where the 

Tribunal is satisfied that a person 

claiming to have been validly elected at 

any election has been guilty of an 

offence under any written law, the 

Tribunal may make an order 

disqualifying that person for 

appointment to the Council for a period 

not exceeding 3 years.”. 

 

 

 
 

 

Section 40 deleteds39 above(amendments) 

18. Section 40 of the Principal 

Act is deleted. 
 

 

No Amendment(s) 

 

  

 



 
 

Section 41 deleted 

19. Section 41 of the Principal 

Act is deleted. 
 

 

No Amendment(s) 

 

Reason for non-consideration of 

Minority groups (are there any other 

provisions that covers such groups) 

Consideration to SDG’s: 

Vulnerability, equal representation to 

the council. 

 



 
 
 
 

Section 43 deleted 

20. Section 43 of the Principal 

Act is deleted. 
 

Section 43 inserted  

8. The Principal Act is amended after 

section 42 by inserting the following 

new section—  

“District and sector committees  

43.—(1) The Council must appoint a 

committee of the Council for 

each district and for each sector 

for the purpose of assisting the 

Council within that district or 

sector in the exercise of its 

functions under this Act.  

 
 

 

Commented [JC6]: The Committee notes that S. 41 of the 
Principal Act was deleted on the representation on the 
council of minority groups and was not considered for re-
insertion in the current amendment Bill. The Committee 
therefore seeks clarification on the non-consideration of 
minority groups or whether this has been covered in other 
provision of the Act.  



(2) The mutual relationship of the 

Council and the district and 

sector committees appointed 

under subsection (1) must be 

determined by the Council.  

(3) The Council may appoint any 

other committee to provide 

advice on the exercise of any of 

its functions under this Act.”. 

 
Section 46 deleted 

21. Section 46 of the Principal 

Act is deleted. 
 

Sections 46 and 47 inserted  

9. The Principal Act is amended after 

section 45 by inserting the following 

new sections— 

 
“Board of Directors of the Council  

46.-(1) There must be a Board of 

Directors of the Council which 

consists of representatives from 

each district.  

(2) A representative on the Board 

under subsection (1) must be 

elected by members of the 

Council whose sectors are part 

of his or her district.  

(3) The chairperson and vice-

chairperson must be elected by 

the directors from amongst the 

members of the Board.  

(4) The chairperson, vice-

chairperson and directors must 

hold office until the date of the 

general election following the 

date on which they were elected 

to the Board or until the date on 

which they may otherwise 

vacate their offices under 

 
 

 



subsection (7), whichever is the 

earlier date.  

(5) The Chief Executive of the 

Council must convene a district 

meeting of the Council 

immediately following a 

general election for the purpose 

of electing the directors of the 

Board.  

(6) The Chief Executive of the 

Council must convene a 

meeting of the Board 

immediately after the election of 

directors for the purpose of 

electing the chairperson and the 

vice-chairperson, and the Chief 

Executive of the Council must 

preside over that meeting until 

the chairperson of the Board is 

elected.  

(7) The chairperson, vice-chairperson or 

a director must vacate his or her 

office— 

 
(a) upon ceasing to be a member of 

the Council;  

(b) upon resigning from his or her 

office by notice in writing to the 

Chief Executive of the Council; 

or  

(c) upon the Council passing a 

resolution dismissing him or her 

from office as the chairperson, 

vice-chairperson or director of 

the Board, as the case may be. 

(8) Where there is a vacancy in the 

office of any Board member, 

another person must be elected in 

 
 
 
 
 
  



his or her place in accordance with 

this section and, upon being elected, 

he or she must, subject to subsection 

(9), hold office until the date of the 

next general election.  

 
(9) An election must not be held under 

subsection (8) in respect of any 

vacancy occurring within 6 months 

before the next general election.  

 

 

 

 
Section 47 deleted 

22. Section 47 of the Principal 

Act is deleted. 
 

Functions and proceedings of the Board  

47. The functions and proceedings of the 

Board must be regulated by 

regulations.”. 

 

 

 

 
Section 48 amended 

23. Section 48 of the Principal Act is 

amended— 

(a) in subsection (1) by deleting 

“Board of Directors” and 

“Board” and substituting with 

“Council”: 

 

(b) in subsection (2) by deleting— 

(i) “Board of Directors” and 

substituting with 

“Council”; and 

(ii) “and of the Board of 

Directors under this 

Act,”. 
 

 

 

No Amendment(s) 

 

 
 
 

Section 49 amended   



24. Section 49 of the Principal Act is 

amended by— 

(a) deleting subsection (1); 

(b) deleting “Board of Directors” 

and substituting with 

“Council” in subsection(2);  

and 

(c) inserting “meetings” after 

“travelling” in subsection (3). 
 

 

No Amendment(s) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   
 

Section 50 amended 

25. Section 50 of the Principal Act is 

amended— 

(a) in the heading by deleting 

“Commission” and 

substituting with “Council”; 

 

(b) by deleting “or of the Board 

of Directors” in paragraph(a); 

and 

 

(c) by deleting “appointed under 

section 43” in paragraph (b). 
 

 

 

No Amendment(s) 

 
 

 
 

Section 51 amended 

26. Section 51 of the Principal Act is 

amended by deleting  

“and of the Board of Directors”. 
 

 
No Amendment(s) 

 



Section 53 amended 

27. Section 53 of the Principal Act is 

amended in subsection (3) by 

deleting “Board of Directors” 

and substituting with “Council”. 
 

 

No Amendment(s) 

 

 
Section 54 amended 

28. Section 54 of the Principal Act is 

amended by deleting “Board of 

Directors” and 

substituting with “Council” 

wherever it appears. 
 

 

No Amendment(s) 

 

 
Section 57 amended 

29. Section 57 of the Principal Act is 

amended— 

(a) in subsection (1)— 

(i) paragraph (a) by deleting 

“Chairperson of the 

Commission” and 

substituting with “Industrial 

Commissioner”; 

 

(ii) deleting paragraph (b); and 

 

 

No Amendment(s) 

 

 



(iii) in paragraph (c) by deleting 

“by the Board of Directors of 

the Council to represent”; and 

(b) in subsection (2) by 

deleting “Board of 

Directors of the”. 
 

 

Section 60 amended 

30. Section 60 of the Principal Act is 

amended by deleting paragraph (c) 

and substituting with the following 

new paragraph— 

 

“(c) to advise the Tribunal of all 

matters referred to it by the 

Tribunal as the case maybe; 

and”. 
 

 

 

No Amendment(s) 

 
Section 61 amended 

31. Section 61 of the Principal Act is 

amended— 

(a) in subsection (1) by deleting  

 

“Chairperson of the 

Commission” and substituting 

with “Industrial 

Commissioner”; 

 

(b) by deleting subsection (2); 

and 

 

(c) in subsection (7) by deleting 

“Commission” and 

substituting with “Tribunal”. 
 

 
 

No Amendment(s) 
 

 

 

 

Section 62 amended 

32. Section 62 of the Principal Act is 

amended by deleting “Commission” 

and 

substituting with “Tribunal”. 

 
No Amendment(s) 

 

 



 

 
Section 63 amended 

33. Section 63 of the Principal 

Act is amended by deleting 

subsection (3). 

 
 

 

No Amendment(s) 

 
 

Section 65 amended 

34. Section 65 of the Principal Act is 

amended— 

(a) in subsection (1) by deleting 

“the Commission,”; 

 

(b) by deleting subsection (2) 

and substituting with— 

 

 “(2) The Tribunal in the 

preparation of the Master 

Award shall endeavour to 

obtain the unanimous 

agreement of all its members, 

and the agreement of the 

Council and the Corporation, to 

all the provisions it proposes to 

be included in the Master 

Award.”; 

 

(c) in subsection (3) by deleting 

“the Commission,”; 

 

 

 

No Amendment(s) 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



(d) in subsection (4) by deleting 

“the Commission, ” wherever it 

appears; 

 

(e) in subsection (4A) by deleting 

“the Commission,”; and 

 

(f) in subsection (5)— 

(i) by deleting “the 

Commission,”; and 

(ii) by deleting “Chairperson of 

the Commission” and 

substituting with 

“Minister”. 

 
 

 

Section 66 amended 

35. Section 66 of the Principal Act is 

amended— 

(a) in subsection (1)— 

(i) by deleting “the 

Commission,”; and 

(ii) by deleting “the 

Commission,” in paragraph 

(b)(ii); 

 

(b) in subsection (2)— 

(i) by deleting “the 

Commission,”; and 

(ii) by deleting “after 

consultation with the 

Chairperson of the 

Commission,”; 

 

(c) in subsection (3)(c) by 

deleting “the Commission,”; 

 

(d) by deleting subsection (8) 

and substituting with the 

following new 

subsection— 

 

 

No Amendment(s) 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 



“(8) The Council and the 

Corporation shall be entitled to 

be represented at the Inquiry by 

any of their respective directors, 

officers or servants duly 

authorised in that behalf, and 

shall be entitled to be heard on 

any matter on which evidence 

or argument is presented to the 

Tribunal at the Inquiry.”;  

and 

(e) by deleting subsection (10). 
 

 
(d) 
 

 
 

(e) 

 
 
 

 

Section 67 amended 

36. Section 67 of the 

Principal Act is 

amended— 

(a) in subsection (1) by 

deleting “the 

Commission,”; 

 

(b) in subsection (2)— 

     (i) by deleting “the 

Commission,”; 

 

(ii) by deleting “after 

consultation with 

the Chairperson 

of the 

Commission,”; 

and 

 

 

 
No Amendment(s) 

 

 



(c) in subsection (3) by 

deleting “the 

Commission,” 

wherever it appears. 

 
Section 69 amended 

37. Section 69 of the 

Principal Act is amended 

by deleting 

 

 “the Commission,” 

wherever 

it appears. 

 

 
No Amendment(s) 

 
Section 79 amended 

38. Section 79 of the 

Principal Act is amended 

by deleting 

 

 subsections (4) and (5). 

 

 
No Amendment(s) 

 
 

Section 80 amended 

39. Section 80 of the 

Principal Act is amended 

by deleting subsection 

(3). 

 

 
No Amendment(s) 

 

Section 118 amended 

40. Section 118 of the 

Principal Act is amended 

in subsection (2)(b) by 

deleting 

 “the Commission,”. 

 

 
No Amendment(s) 

 

 
No Amendment(s) 

Section 129A inserted  

10. The Principal Act 

is amended after section 

 



 129 by inserting the 

following new 

section—  

“Regulations  

129A. The Minister 

may, in consultation 

with the Tribunal, make 

regulations to prescribe 

matters that are 

required or permitted 

by this Act to be 

prescribed or are 

necessary or convenient 

to be prescribed for 

carrying out or giving 

effect to this Act and 

generally for the 

purposes of this Act.”. 

 

  

 

40 Amendments 
 
Passed by the Parliament 

of the Republic of Fiji this 

25th day of August 2015. 

13 New Amendments 
 
Proposed Amendments 
to be passed in March 
2025 

 
 

 

 


