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MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS—2023

NO DATE MINISTERIAL STATEMENT BY TOPIC SYNOPSIS COMMENTS

1 29-3-2023

Hon. Sitiveni Rabuka
Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Climate 
Change, Environment, Civil Service, Information, Public 
Enterprises and Veteran Affairs

The 8th “Our Ocean Conference” held in Panama 2–3 
March 2023 The statement on the outcomes of the 8th Our Ocean Conference held in Panama The Leader of the Opposition the Hon. Inia Seruiratu 

subsequently responded

2 29-3-2023 Hon. Lynda Tabuya
Minister for Women, Children and Poverty Alleviation Fiji Country Gender Assessment This statement will elaborate on the Fiji Country Gender Assessment The Hon. Mosese Bulitavu subsequently responded

29-3-2023

Hon. Manoa Kamikamica 
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-
operatives and Small and Medium Enterprises, and 
Communications

Digital Television Initiative (Walesi)

The statement will provide a comprehensive overview of the Digital Television Initiative, also known as Walesi. It will cover 
the establishment of Walesi PTE Ltd, the roadmap for the digital television rollout, the transition from analogue to digital 
broadcasting, and other projects undertaken by Walesi PTE Ltd
 
The statement will also highlight the need for a detailed investigation to be carried out on Walesi given the significant 
investments that have been made by the Fiji Government

Withdrawn by Hon. Manoa Kamikamica

3 30-3-2023
Hon. Prof. Biman Prasad
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance and 
Strategic Planning, National Development and Statistics

Ministry of Finance Economic Management Ministerial Statement on economic management The Hon. Jone Usamate subsequently responded

4 30-3-2023 Hon. Aseri Radrodro
Minister for Education Pacific Regional Education Framework (PacREF)

This statement will explicate Fiji’s engagement with the regional education initative called the Pacific Regional Education 
Framework (PacREF) and highlight the outcomes and Ministerial statement of commitment from the 2023 Inaugural 
Conference of Pacific Education Ministers

The Hon. Premila Kumar subsequently responded

5 30-3-2023 Hon. Vatimi Rayalu
Minister for Agriculture and Waterways Current Status for the Green Ginger Market in Fiji Statement on the current status of the Green Ginger Market in Fiji, The Leader of the Opposition the Hon. Inia Seruiratu 

subsequently responded

6 3-4-2023 Hon. Siromi Turaga
Attorney-General and Minister for Justice

Legislative programme for the 2022-2023 Session of 
Parliament

The statement articulates the legislative programme for the 2022-2023 session of Parliament that will be implemented 
by the coalition Government. In it, particular focus will be placed on the Government’s commitment to initiate extensive 
consultations with relevant segments of the Fijian population as it embarks on its pledge to review and repeal laws widely 
held to suppress basic freedoms, in the interests of public consensus and national development

The Hon. Faiyaz Koya subsequently responded

7 3-4-2023
Hon. Ro Filipe Tuisawau
Minister for Public Works and Meteorological Services, 
and Transport

Water and the Way Forward This statement will examine the current water situation and the way forward The Hon. Jone Usamate subsequently responded

8 3-4-2023 Hon. Kalaveti Ravu
Minister for Fisheries and Forestry

Strategic Framework for Sandalwood Research and 
Development This statement will inform Parliament of the Strategic Framework for Sandalwood Research The Hon. Viliame Naupoto subsequently responded

9 3-4-2023
Hon. Agni Singh
Minister for Employment, Productivity and Industrial 
Relations

 Ministerial visit to Australia – PALMS programme

The primary objective of the Ministerial visit to Australia by the Minister for Employment, Productivity and Industrial Relations 
was to re-affirm Fiji’s commitment under the “Vuvale Partnership Agreement” relating to Labour Mobility and to –
(i) to meet Fiji’s bilateral partners in Australia and strengthen the relationship between the two countries for a win-win 

situation under the Pacific Labour Mobility Program(PALM) 
(ii) support pastoral care for Fijian workers by visiting and hearing directly from them on the ground;
(iii) meet with employers and workers union on issues related to our workers and ensure better terms and conditions are 

provided to our workers.
(iv) explore areas of potential growth in labour markets for Fijian workers;
(v) through the Vuvale Partnership Program, Government will work closely with the Australian Government to improve 

opportunities for labour mobility.
(vi) the delegations were able to have two bilateral meetings between the Minister for International Development and the 

Pacific, Hon. Pat Conroy and also the Minister for Employment and Workplace Relations, the Hon. Tony Burke.
(vii) Fijian delegation was also able to visit a number of Approved Employers’ workplaces under the aged-care sector and 

the Meat Industry to meet with Fijian workers. The delegations also had to opportunity to update the President of 
Australian Council of Trade Union (ACTU) and its affiliates union on the progress of the collation government and the 
action taken for labour law review, restoration of trade union rights, right to strike and collective bargaining and the 
establishment of a tripartite Employment Relations Advisory Board in line with ILO Convention 144

The Hon. Parveen Bala subsequently responded

10 4-4-2023
Hon. Prof. Biman Prasad
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance and 
Strategic Planning, National Development and Statistics

Statement on the Girmit day holiday and how the occasion 
will be commemorated. 

The Government has approved the Girmit Day celebrations to be held on 15 May 2023 including establishment of a National 
Committee to be headed by Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance, Strategic Planning, National Development and 
Statistics. As part of the Girmit Day celebrations, a 2-day Girmit Conference will be held on 12 and 13 May 2023 with major 
national celebrations on 15 May

The Hon. Parveen Bala subsequently responded

11 4-4-2023
Hon. Viliame Gavoka
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Tourism and Civil 
Aviation

Outcomes of the 5th United Nations Conference on the 
Least Developed Countries (LDCS)

The Statement will highlight the Outcomes of the 5th United Nations Conference on the Least Developed Countries (LDC5) 
that was held in Doha Qatar

The Leader of the Opposition the
Hon. Inia Seruiratu subsequently responded

12 4-4-2023 Hon. Lynda Tabuya
Minister for Women, Children and Poverty Alleviation Commission on the Status of Women The Minister will update Parliament on the Commission on the Status of Women held in March this year The Hon. Mosese Bulitavu subsequently responded



MINISTERIAL STATEMENTS—2023

NO DATE MINISTERIAL STATEMENT BY TOPIC SYNOPSIS COMMENTS

13 4-4-2023 Hon. Dr Ratu Atonio Lalabalavu
Minister for Health and Medical Services 100 days achievements This statement will highlight the Ministry’s achievement during the first 100 days The Hon. Penioni Ravunawa subsequently responded

14 5-4-2023
Hon. Prof. Biman Prasad
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance and 
Strategic Planning, National Development and Statistics

Statement on the 2023 National Economic Summit and 
update

The Government has approved the 2023 National Economic Summit (NES) be held on 20 and 21 April 2023 after a period of 
almost a decade. The theme for the 2023 NES is ‘Reshaping our Future through Genuine Dialogue and Collaboration’. The 
aim of the Summit is to bring our people together and create a collective national vision, with adequate sector policies and 
an implementation framework for the Government’s plan to chart a path towards economic success

The Leader of the Opposition the Hon. Inia Seruiratu 
subsequently responded

15 5-4-2023
Hon. Viliame Gavoka
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Tourism and Civil 
Aviation

Tourism Sector Performance Pre-COVID – the Tourism Industry contributed close to one third of Fiji’s Gross Domestic Product. Having opened 
international borders in December 2021, the statement will focus on the current performance of the Fiji Tourism industry The Hon. Faiyaz Koya subsequently responded

16 5-4-2023

Hon. Manoa Kamikamica
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-
operatives and Small and Medium Enterprises, and 
Communications

Digital Television Initiative (WALESI) The statement will provide an update on the status of the National Digital network Walesi Pte Limited and the plans of the 
Ministry The Hon. Jone Usamate subsequently responded

17 5-4-2023
Hon. Sakiasi Ditoka
Minister for Rural and Maritime Development, and 
Disaster Management

Progressive and inclusive Rural Development
The statement will focus on the state of the Ministry, its key achievements to-date, and future plans, for easier access 
of members of the public to the Ministry’s services and development assistance programmes through digitisation, and 
collaboration with key Government agencies’ planning and resource mobilisation

The Leader of the Opposition the Hon. Inia Seruiratu 
subsequently responded

18 11-9-2023

Hon. Sitiveni Rabuka
Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Climate 
Change, Environment, Civil Service, Information, Public 
Enterprises and Veteran Affairs

Release of treated water from Fukushima Daiichi Power 
Plant by Japan

A statement  on the release of treated water from the Fukushima Daiichi Power Plant by Japan after the report from the 
International Atomic Energy Agency (IAEA) was released The Hon. Faiyaz Koya subsequently responded

19 11-9-2023 Hon. Aseri Radrodro
Minister for Education

Fiji National Education Summit to be held from 20th 
September

A statement on the upcoming Fiji National Education Summit that will be convened from 20th September, 2023 to 22nd 
September, 2023 at the Sheraton Denarau, Nadi with the theme, “Transforming our Education System, Building and 
Supporting Resilient Fijians”

The Hon. Premila Kumar subsequently responded

20 12-9-2023
Hon. Viliame Gavoka
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Tourism and Civil 
Aviation

National Sustainable Tourism Framework

In August 2022, the Fiji Government, through the Ministry of Tourism and Civil Aviation, began consultation on the 
development of a National Sustainable Tourism Framework (‘NSTF) or Framework using a two phased approach. The 
NSTF intends to articulate the tourism sector’s strategic direction and provide blueprint for an inclusive and sustainable Fiji 
tourism industry. 
 
The statement will therefore focus on the progress of the development of the framework.

The Hon. Faiyaz Koya subsequently responded

21 13-9-2023 Hon. Lynda Tabuya
Minister for Women, Children and Social Protection Violence Against Children in Fiji Violence Against Children in Fiji and the Government’s commitment to addressing them The Hon. Jone Usamate subsequently responded

22 13-9-2023 Hon. Vatimi Rayalu
Minister for Agriculture and Waterways Livestock Breeding Programme for Farmers in Fiji Current breeding programmes being carried out for sheep, goat and cattle The Leader of the Opposition the Hon. Inia Seruiratu 

subsequently responded

23 13-9-2023 Hon. Jese Saukuru
Minister for Youth and Sports 2023 International Youth Day Celebration International Youth Day 2023 celebrations with the theme ‘Green Skills for Youth Towards a Sustainable World’ The Hon. Ioane Naivalurua subsequently responded.

24 14-9-2023 Hon. Vatimi Rayalu
Minister for Agriculture and Waterways Dredging and Engineering Works Dredging and Engineering Works on major rivers and creeks in Fiji, to control flooding and obtain low value minerals and/

or for construction works
The Leader of the Opposition the Hon. Inia Seruiratu 
subsequently responded

25 20-11-2023 Hon. Kalaveti Ravu
Minister for Fisheries and Forestry Overplanted Pine by Fiji Pine Limited The Coalition Government’s stance through the Ministry of Forestry on the issue of overplanted pine area which were 

transferred to the Fiji Pine Corporation Ltd and later Fiji Pine Limited (FPL)
The Leader of the Opposition the Hon. Inia Seruiratu 
subsequently responded

26 20-11-2023 Hon. Ifereimi Vasu
Minister for iTaukei Affairs and Culture, Heritage and Arts Update on the Great Council of Chiefs

The Minister for iTaukei Affairs’ Ministerial statement highlights the disestablishment of the GCC and the Coalition 
Government’s decision to reinstate it. The Minister will highlight the appointment of the GCC Review Team and the work it 
undertook with its recommendations highlighted

The Hon. Jone Usamate subsequently responded

27 21-11-2023

Hon. Sitiveni Rabuka
Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Climate 
Change, Environment, Civil Service, Information, Public 
Enterprises and Veteran Affairs

Government Policy on International Conflicts Statement on Government policy on international conflicts The Hon. Jone Usamate subsequently responded

28 21-11-2023

Hon. Manoa Kamikamica
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-
operatives and Small and Medium Enterprises, and 
Communications

Google South Pacific Connect initiative and Google’s 
Investment in Fiji

The statement will update the August House on Google’s Connecting Fiji: The opportunity for growth and prosperity from this 
subsea cable and diverse landing station investment The Hon. Viliame Naupoto subsequently responded

29 21-11-2023
Hon. Sakiasi Ditoka
Minister for Rural and Maritime Development, and 
Disaster Management

Update on the National State of Preparedness by the 
National Disaster Management Office

An update by the Minister for Rural and Maritime Development and Disaster Management, on the national state of 
preparedness by the NDMO in Fiji to mitigate the effects of natural disasters. The statement will make comparisons of 
historical weather data against current and future projections and the compulsion that obligates the government to respond 
accordingly. The statement also details the developments within the ministry that learns from past experiences and prepares 
itself for the future

The Leader of the Opposition the Hon. Inia Seruiratu 
subsequently responded
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NO DATE MINISTERIAL STATEMENT BY TOPIC SYNOPSIS COMMENTS

30 21-11-2023 Hon. Vatimi Rayalu
Minister for Agriculture and Waterways Self-Income Generating Agro based projects

This Ministerial Statement sets out the vision of the Ministry on the direction that the Agriculture sector should take on 
Agro processing, as part of the Agriculture diversification process. It involves taking good care of any surplus in agriculture 
production and trying as much as possible to avoid wastage especially when in season

The Hon. Sachida Nand subsequently responded

31 22-11-2023

Hon. Sitiveni Rabuka
Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Climate 
Change, Environment, Civil Service, Information, Public 
Enterprises and Veteran Affairs

30th APEC and IPEF Leaders’ Meeting The statement will highlight the outcomes of the two meetings The Leader of the Opposition the Hon. Inia Seruiratu 
subsequently responded

32 22-11-2023 Hon. Dr Ratu Atonio Lalabalavu
Minister for Health and Medical Services Climate Change and Health

The statement will cover the impacts of climate change and the actions taken globally and locally. The statement will 
emphasise how the Ministry of Health and Medical Services is taking up the challenge to address the issues relating to the 
impact of climate change on health in a sustainable manner. The statement will also outline future actions that will be taken 
based on the plans made during the preparatory phase

The Hon. Penioni Ravunawa subsequently responded

33 22-11-2023 Hon. Ifereimi Vasu
Minister for iTaukei Affairs and Culture, Heritage and Arts iTaukei Land Trust Board The statement will highlight the major developments of the iTaukei Land Trust Board in 2023 The Hon. Ratu Josaia Niudamu subsequently 

responded

34 22-11-2023 Hon. Aseri Radrodro
Minister for Education Appointment of the Review Committee The statement will discuss the appointment of the Review Committee by the Higher Education Commission of Fiji The Hon. Hem Chand subsequently responded

35 22-11-2023 Hon. Jese Saukuru
Minister for Youth and Sports National Anti-Doping Organisation The statement will provide an update on the establishment of the National Anti-Doping Organisation The Hon. Ioane Naivalurua subsequently responded.

36 22-11-2023 Hon. Vatimi Rayalu
Minister for Agriculture and Waterways Dairy Industry in Fiji is a Critical Agro-based Industry

The statement will discuss that the dairy industry in Fiji is a critical agro-based industry which supports a significant number 
of the rural population that produce milk both on a small and large scale. It is therefore important that Government continues 
to support the industry through the Fiji Cooperative Dairy Company Limited

The Hon. Sachida Nand subsequently responded

37 23-11-2023 Hon. Dr Ratu Atonio Lalabalavu
Minister for Health and Medical Services Colonial War Memorial Hospital Centennial Celebration Colonial War Memorial Centennial Celebration The Hon. Penioni Ravunawa subsequently responded

38 23-11-2023
Hon. Sakiasi Ditoka
Minister for Rural and Maritime Development and Disaster 
Management

Development Programme for the Rural and Maritime 
Communities and Support from Development Partners Update on Development Programme for the Rural and Maritime Communities and Support from Development Partners The Hon. Inia Seruiratu subsequently responded

39 23-11-2023
Hon. Agni Singh
Minister for Employment, Productivity and Industrial 
Relations

2nd Australian Ministerial Visit to PALM Scheme Workers Update on the Second Australian Ministerial Visit under the Pacific Australia Labour Mobility Scheme The Hon. Parveen Bala subsequently responded

40 23-11-2023 Hon. Kalaveti Ravu
Minister for Fisheries and Forestry

Development and Way Forward for Sea Cucumber 
Fishery in Fiji Update on the Sea Cucumber Fishery in Fiji – Current Development and Way Forward The Hon. Semi Koroilavesau subsequently responded
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NO DATE MINISTERIAL STATEMENT BY TOPIC SYNOPSIS COMMENTS

APRIL SITTING

1 15-4-2024
Hon. Ro Filipe Tuisawau
Minister for Public Works and Meteorological Services, 
and Transport

Water Sector 2050 Strategy The statement will discuss the current situation and plans moving forward. The Hon. Jone Usamate subsequently responded

2 15-4-2024 Hon. Vatimi Rayalu
Minister for Agriculture and Waterways

Drainage Services and Re-Establishment of Drainage 
Boards 

The statement will discuss the state and progress of the drainage plans for farmers in the Central Western and Northern 
divisions. The Hon. Sachida Nand subsequently responded

3 16-4-2024

Hon. Sitiveni Rabuka
Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Climate 
Change, Environment, Civil Service, Information, Public 
Enterprises and Veteran Affairs

Constitutional Offices Commission

The statement will elaborate on the following:
(i) composition of the COC,
(ii) its functions and responsibilities as carried out in 2023, and
(iii) an update on the delivery of its constitutional mandate in 2024.

The Hon. Faiyaz Koya subsequently responded

4 17-4-2024

Hon. Sitiveni Rabuka
Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Climate 
Change, Environment, Civil Service, Information, Public 
Enterprises and Veteran Affairs

COP28 and Climate Change

The statement will elaborate on the following:
(i) report on the outcomes of the Conference of Parties (COP28) meeting;
(ii) reflect on global progress in responding to climate change; and
(iii) outline directions and priorities on climate change for Fiji.

The Leader of the Opposition the Hon. Inia Seruiratu 
subsequently responded

5 17-4-2024

Hon. Manoa Kamikamica
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-
operatives, Small and Medium Enterprises and 
Communications

Fiji’s efforts to preserve Pacific Fisheries at the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) 13th Ministerial Conference 
(MC13) and other outcomes

The statement provides a report update on the outcomes of the World Trade Organisation (WTO) 13th Ministerial Conference 
(MC13) held on 26 February – 2 March 2024 in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. It underscored our achievements through 
Fiji’s leadership role as the voice leading the Pacific Region on important matters, particularly to achieve a meaningful 
Agreement on Fisheries Subsidies.  Additionally, it outlines the outcomes and way forward for Fiji post MC13.
In essence, the Ministerial Statement is focused around 8 key elements being:
(i) Fiji’s objectives at MC13;
(ii) Negotiations on the Fisheries Subsidies Agreement;
(iii) Move Towards Comprehensive Disciplines on Fisheries Subsidies;
(iv) Fiji’s Leadership Role;
(v) Effective Negotiations; Building Trust and Partnerships;
(vi) Not the Desired Outcomes but Assured Momentum;
(vii) Coalition Against Overcapacity and Overfishing and
(viii) Appreciation.

The Hon. Semi Koroilavesau subsequently responded

6 17-4-2024

Hon. Manoa Kamikamica
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-
operatives, Small and Medium Enterprises and 
Communications

Update on Fiji’s National E-Commerce Strategy and next 
steps

Embracing e-commerce can significantly enhance Fiji’s trade competitiveness, fuel the growth of MSMEs, unlocking 
unprecedented opportunities. While there is significant potential from e-commerce in Fiji, there are important challenges 
that must be addressed before the potential gains can materialise. For instance, challenges in areas like digital payment 
gateways and consumer trust are significantly hindering the sector’s progress. Hence, the Ministry is developing a National 
E-Commerce Strategy to provide a clear roadmap to support the enabling environment for e-commerce in Fiji.

The Hon. Premila Kumar subsequently responded

7 17-4-2024 Hon. Jese Saukuru
Minister for Youth and Sports Naleba Youth Training Centre The statement will highlight the importance of the Training Centre, impacts of the fire on trainees and the community, 

commitment to rebuilding the Youth Training Centre and the long-term sustainability of youth programmes. The Hon. Alipate Tuicolo subsequently responded

8 17-4-2024 Hon. Kalaveti Ravu
Minister for Fisheries and Forestry Wood Utilisation Project (Cottage Industry) The statement will discuss the maximisation of wood resource utilisation through the use of harvesting and processing 

residues as an alternative source of raw materials for wooden products manufacturers. The Hon. Viliame Naupoto subsequently responded

9 18-4-2024
Hon. Prof. Biman Prasad
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance and 
Strategic Planning, National Development and Statistics 

State of the Fijian Economy

The Fijian economy has returned to pre-pandemic GDP level after 2 years of strong economic recovery. This was 
underpinned by a record performance in the tourism industry which had positive flow on effects on other sectors of the 
economy. The outlook is positive, albeit with some headwinds from developments in the global economy, rising commodity 
prices and domestic labour market challenges.

The Leader of the Opposition the Hon. Inia Seruiratu 
subsequently responded

10 18-4-2024
Hon. Viliame Gavoka
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Education, Tourism 
and Civil Aviation

Sustainable Aviation Fuel The statement will highlight the transformative potential of Sustainable Aviation Fuel (SAF) in aviation’s green revolution. The Hon. Faiyaz Koya subsequently responded

11 18-4-2024 Hon. Siromi Turaga
Attorney-General and Minister for Justice

Strengthening Legal Frameworks and Governmental 
Achievements

The statement will discuss the Legislative initiatives that the Office of the Attorney-General is working on with relevant 
Government Ministries and Departments and highlight some of the significant work of Government agencies/statutory 
bodies under the Attorney-General’s responsibility.

The Hon. Mosese Bulitavu subsequently responded

12 18-4-2024 Hon. Pio Tikoduadua
Minister for Home Affairs and Immigration State of Immigration Services and Moving Forward The statement will discuss the current state of services at the Department of Immigration and what Government is doing to 

improve services at the Department. The Hon. Viliame Naupoto subsequently responded

13 18-4-2024 Hon. Kalaveti Ravu
Minister for Fisheries and Forestry Carbon Trade The statement will discuss Fiji’s Emission Reduction Payment Agreement which Government signed in January 2021 with 

the Carbon Fund of the Forest Carbon Partnership Facility (FCPF) that is managed by the World Bank. The Hon. Alvick Maharaj subsequently responded
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MAY SITTING

14 20-5-2024

Hon. Sitiveni Rabuka
Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Climate 
Change, Environment, Civil Service, Information, Public 
Enterprises and Veteran Affairs

Elevated Vuvale Partnership Ministerial Statement on recent developments relating to the elevated and renewed Vuvale Partnership between Fiji and 
Australia

The Leader of the Opposition the Hon. Inia Seruiratu 
subsequently responded

15 20-5-2024 Hon. Ifereimi Vasu
Minister for iTaukei Affairs and Culture, Heritage and Arts iTaukei Institution to New Zealand Ministerial Statement on the recent trip by the members of the iTaukei Institutions Forum to New Zealand The Hon. Mosese Bulitavu subsequently responded

16 20-5-2024
Hon. Viliame Gavoka
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Tourism and Civil 
Aviation

Update on the Vanua Levu Tourism Development 
Programme

As endorsed by the Cabinet, the Ministry of Tourism and Civil Aviation is currently leading the implementation of the Vanua 
Levu Tourism Development Programme. The statement will therefore provide an update on the progress of the projects, its 
objectives and its impact.

The Vanua Levu Tourism Development Programme, funded by a US$200 million World Bank loan, aims to diversify Fiji’s 
tourism. The 10-year plan is divided into three phases, focusing on sustainable tourism, infrastructure improvements, 
and socio-economic benefits for the local community. Success will be measured by job creation, improved services, and 
environmental conservation, with the Ministry of Tourism and Civil Aviation co-ordinating the programme’s implementation.

The Hon. Alvick Maharaj subsequently responded

17 20-5-2024

Hon. Manoa Kamikamica
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-
operatives, Small and Medium Enterprises and 
Communications

11th International Co-operative Alliance – Asia Pacific Co-
operative Ministers Conference 2024
Statement on the International Co-operative Alliance

The International Co-operative Alliance - Asia Pacific Co-operatives Ministers Conference is held every 4 years. This year 
being the very first year Fiji has ever participated.

The Conference is a vital platform for highlighting the importance of partnerships between governments and co-operatives 
in Asia Pacific (AP) and Middle Eastern and North Africa (MENA). The statement serves to  provide an update on the 
discussions and potential areas of collaboration with development partners that will further increase co-operatives’ socio-
economic contributions.

The Hon. DPM and Minister for Trade, Co-operatives, Small and Medium Enterprises and Communications  represented Fiji 
at the 11th International Co-operative Alliance - Asia Pacific Co-operative Ministers Conference. The conference provided a 
good opportunity to deliberate on co-operative challenges and potential areas of growth.

The Minister also led a series of bi-lateral meetings and discussions with development partners with the aim to further 
develop the Fijian co-operative landscape.

The Hon. Faiyaz Koya subsequently responded

18 20-5-2024 Hon. Aseri Radrodro
Minister for Education Current Status of Facilities in Government Schools This statement will provide an update to Parliament on the current status of facilities in Government Schools. The Hon. Hem Chand subsequently responded

19 21-5-2024

Hon. Sitiveni Rabuka
Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Climate 
Change, Environment, Civil Service, Information, Public 
Enterprises and Veteran Affairs

The Prime Minister’s recent visit to the United Kingdom

The Prime Minister Hon. Sitiveni Rabuka will deliver a Ministerial Statement on his recent visit to the United Kingdom at the 
invitation of His Majesty’s Government.

The statement will elaborate on the Prime Minister’s meeting with His Majesty King Charles III and his meetings with 
the Secretaries of State for Defence, Foreign Affairs and Climate Change, as well as with the Secretary General for the 
Commonwealth and the International Maritime Organisation, and members of the Fijian Diaspora in the UK.

The Hon. Jone Usamate subsequently responded

20 21-5-2024 Hon. Jese Saukuru
Minister for Youth and Sports The Duke of Edinburgh Award The statement will highlight the significant developments in the DEA through the Ministry of Youth and Sports The Hon. Viliame Naupoto subsequently responded

21 21-5-2024 Hon. Siromi Turaga
Attorney-General and Minister for Justice The Judicial System

The statement will focus on the current status, recent achievements and areas necessitating improvement within the following 
key institutions: Judicial Department; Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions (ODPP); and the Legal Aid Commission.

The statement will provide a comparative analysis of the leadership and progress within these institutions over the past 16 
years, highlighting the transformative changes brought about under the Coalition Government.

The Hon. Mosese Bulitavu subsequently responded

22 22-5-2024

Hon. Sitiveni Rabuka
Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Climate 
Change, Environment, Civil Service, Information, Public 
Enterprises and Veteran Affairs

Vanua Levu Roads Upgrade Project $300m China Aid 
funded project

Ministerial Statement on the Vanua Levu Road Upgrade Project. The Project is to be funded by a grant from the People’s 
Republic of China through the China International Development Co-operation Agency (CIDCA). The Hon. Jone Usamate subsequently responded

23 22-5-2024

Hon. Manoa Kamikamica
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-
operatives, Small and Medium Enterprises and 
Communications

Update on ICT Development This statement will provide a short update on the efforts being undertaken regarding ICT development including the recent 
announcement of Starlink officially commencing its services in Fiji. The Hon. Faiyaz Koya subsequently responded

24 22-5-2024 Hon. Kalaveti Ravu
Minister for Fisheries and Forestry Logging Operation in the Maritime Islands The statement will highlight the progress of logging operations in the Maritime Islands. The Hon. Semi Koroilavesau subsequently responded
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25 22-5-2024
Hon. Viliame Gavoka
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Tourism and Civil 
Aviation

Fiji’s Transition to Open Skies The statement will provide an update on Fiji’s aviation policy, specifically on Open Skies, to enhance connectivity and drive 
economic growth in line with national interests. The Hon. Faiyaz Koya subsequently responded

26 22-5-2024
Hon. Prof. Biman Prasad
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Finance and 
Strategic Planning, National Development and Statistics

Financial Management Information System (FMIS)

The Ministry of Finance, Strategic Planning, National Development and Statistics has been undergoing numerous reforms 
to modernise its systems and processes and had embarked on a significant IT project to replace the current 2-decade old 
Financial Management Information System (FMIS) and 40-year-old Payroll System. The new System is scheduled to “GO 
LIVE” on 1 August 2024.

The Hon. Alvick Maharaj subsequently responded

27 23-5-2024

Hon. Sitiveni Rabuka
Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Climate 
Change, Environment, Civil Service, Information, Public 
Enterprises and Veteran Affairs

The Duavata Partnership and Bilateral
Relationship with New Zealand

The Prime Minister Hon. Sitiveni Rabuka will deliver a Ministerial Statement on the
Duavata Partnership Agreement and Bilateral Relations with New Zealand.
The statement will elaborate on the following:
(i) the Duavata Partnership Agreement,
(ii) the Prime Minister’s official visit to New Zealand in June 2023, and
(iii) high level engagements with the then New Zealand Prime Minister and senior officials.

The Hon. Faiyaz Koya subsequently responded

28 23-5-2024 Hon. Vatimi Rayalu
Minister for Agriculture and Waterways

The Use of Active Agriculture Production as a Tool in the 
Fight Against Poverty

The concept is targeted at the poorest of the poor that live mainly in the informal settlements around Fiji and offering them 
an opportunity or second chance in life by getting them involved in active agriculture production as their means of livelihood.

The Leader of the Opposition the Hon. Inia Seruiratu 
subsequently responded

29 23-5-2024
Hon. Ro Filipe Tuisawau
Minister for Public Works and Meteorological Services, 
and Transport

Update on Fiji’s Participation at the International Maritime 
Organisation and Related Issues

The statement will provide an update on the International Maritime Organisation GHG Emissions negotiations, the 
establishment of the IMO Regional Office, and future developments. The Hon. Jone Usamate subsequently responded

30 23-5-2024 Hon. Siromi Turaga
Attorney-General and Minister for Justice

Strengthening The Fight Against Corruption: The Role 
and Achievements of the Fiji Independent Commission 
Against Corruption (FICAC)

The statement will provide a comprehensive overview of FICAC. It will highlight FICAC’s foundational role under the 2013 
Constitution and it’s alignment to the United Nations Convention Against Corruption (UNCAC). The Hon. Mosese Bulitavu subsequently responded

31 23-5-2024 Hon. Kalaveti Ravu
Minister for Fisheries and Forestry Aquaculture Assistance by the Government of Japan The statement will outline the recent achievement that is foreseen to improve and boost Fiji’s capability within the aquaculture 

sector. The Hon. Semi Koroilavesau subsequently responded

AUGUST SITTING

32 5-8-2024

Hon. Sitiveni Rabuka
Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Climate 
Change, Environment, Civil Service, Information, Public 
Enterprises and Veteran Affairs

The proposal for the Ocean of Peace The proposal for the Pacific as an “Ocean of Peace.” This proposal is consistent with the Boe Declaration and the 2050 
Strategy for a Blue Pacific Continent.

The Leader of the Opposition the Hon. Inia Seruiratu 
and the Leader of the Group of 9 Bloc the Hon. Ioane 
Naivalurua subsequently responded

33 5-8-2024

Hon. Manoa Kamikamica
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-
operatives, Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises and 
Communications

Update on the business mission to North America
The statement is to provide an update on the business mission to North America which was held on 4-14 May 2024. The 
business mission served as a crucial platform for fostering bilateral relations, enhancing trade and economic relations with 
the North America region, and ultimately to reconnect with our diaspora community.

The Hon. Faiyaz Koya and Hon. Viliame Naupoto 
subsequently responded

34 5-8-2024 Hon. Aseri Radrodro
Minister for Education Update on the Tertiary Scholarships and Loan Services The statement will provide an update on the Tertiary Scholarships and Loan Services and the new initiatives for the 2024-

2025 financial year
The Hon. Hem Chand and Hon. Mosese Bulitavu 
subsequently responded

35 5-8-2024 Hon. Alitia Bainivalu
Minister for Fisheries and Forestry Maritime Time Pine Project

The Statement will elaborate on the –
i. Background of the Project;
ii. Project Successes;
iii. Role of Fiji Pine Ltd and Fiji Pine Trust; and
iv. 2024-2025 Planned Activities.

The Hon. Jone Usamate and Hon. Viliame Naupoto 
subsequently responded

36 7-8-2024

Hon. Sitiveni Rabuka
Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Climate 
Change, Environment, Civil Service, Information, Public 
Enterprises and Veteran Affairs

Fiji’s bilateral relationship with Japan and the recent 
PALM Summit held in Tokyo 17-19 July 2024

The Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs will deliver a Ministerial Statement to Parliament reporting on his recent 
3-day visit to Japan from 17-19 July 2024, ostensibly for the Tenth Pacific Island Leaders Meeting or PALM10 Summit. The 
Prime Minister held bilateral meetings on the margins of the Summit with the Prime Minister of Japan, and other Pacific 
Leaders present in Tokyo as well as the Japanese International Cooperation Agency (JICA) President and other official 
engagements which further strengthen the bilateral relationship between Fiji and Japan.

The Leader of the Opposition the Hon. Inia Seruiratu 
and the Leader of the Group of 9 Bloc the Hon. Ioane 
Naivalurua subsequently responded

37 7-8-2024
Hon. Viliame Gavoka
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Tourism and Civil 
Aviation

Gau Aerodrome Accident The statement will update Parliament on the Gau Aerodrome Accident on 23 July 2024 The Hon. Alvick Maharaj and Hon. Penioni Ravunawa 
subsequently responded

38 7-8-2024 Hon. Jese Saukuru
Minister for Youth and Sports National Sports, Recreation, and Physical Activity Policy

The National Sports, Recreation, and Physical Activity Policy was recently launched by the Ministry in July 2024. The policy 
has been a long time in the making, reflecting years of dedication and collaborative effort since 2017.
The Policy is a bold and comprehensive plan that reflects Government’s commitment to the future of sports, recreation, 
and physical activity in Fiji. It is designed to be a blueprint for the development of sports across all levels, from grassroots 
participation to elite performance, and to ensure that physical activity is woven into the fabric of our daily lives.

The Hon. Rinesh Sharma and Hon. Aliki Bia 
subsequently responded
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39 7-8-2024

Hon. Manoa Kamikamica
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister for Trade, Co-
operatives, Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises and 
Communications

Efforts to Target Impactful Investments in Fiji

The statement will cover the Policy Framework on Significant Investments in Fiji is to ensure that foreign direct investments 
contribute to the overall development of our nation in a sustainable and responsible manner. By establishing clear guidelines 
and criteria for evaluating and approving large-scale investments, we aim to attract investments that align with our national 
development priorities and benefit our people. This framework will help to safeguard the interests of Fijians by ensuring that 
investments are socially and environmentally sustainable, create employment opportunities and contribute to economic 
growth. By having a transparent and rigorous approval process in place, we can mitigate potential risks.

The Hon. Faiyaz Koya and Hon. Mosese Bulitavu 
subsequently responded

40 7-8-2024
Hon. Sakiasi Ditoka
Minister for Rural and Maritime Development and Disaster 
Management

Update on the Ministry of Rural and Maritime Development 
and Disaster Management’s Key Capital Programmes

The Ministry of Rural and Maritime Development and Disaster Management (“the Ministry”) was allocated $29.1million in the 
2023-2024 financial year. The Ministry has 6 key capital programmes with a budget of $9.8million that drives development 
in the rural and maritime areas, namely:
i. $3m - revamped Rural Housing Assistance (RHA) Programme;
ii. $2.5m - Rural Outer Island (ROI) Development Programme;
iii. $2m - Community Access Roads, Footpaths and Footbridges (CARFF) Programme;
iv. $1m - Self-Help Programme;
v. $0.8m - High Risk Water Sanitation Programme; and
vi. $0.5m - Seafaring Entrepreneurial Assistance (SEA) Programme.
Through these programmes, the Ministry was able to improve basic infrastructures in the rural areas, impacting around 
390,000 people.

The Leader of the Opposition the Hon. Inia Seruiratu 
and Hon. Naisa Tuinaceva

41 7-8-2024 Hon. Alitia Bainivalu
Minister for Fisheries and Forestry Fish Cage Culture System

The Statement will elaborate on the following –
(a) Background of Fish Cage Culture;
(b) Fish Culture Systems currently practised in Fiji and Pacific Islands;
(c) Statuts of Fish Cage Culture Project in Makogai;
(d) Challenges in Fish Cage Culture in Fiji; and
(e) Opportunities and way forward for Fish Cage Culture in Fiji.

The Hon. Jone Usamate and Hon. Viliame Naupoto 
subsequently responded

42 8-8-2024

Hon. Sitiveni Rabuka
Prime Minister and Minister for Foreign Affairs, Climate 
Change, Environment, Civil Service, Information, Public 
Enterprises and Veteran Affairs

Measures to improve productivity across the civil service 
in light of increased salary adjustments as highlighted in 
the budget

The Prime Minister and Minister for Civil Service will deliver a Ministerial Statement to Parliament on incentives and measures 
to improve productivity across the civil service in light of increased salary adjustments as highlighted in the recent budget

The Hon. Faiyaz Koya and Hon. Mosese Bulitavu 
subsequently responded

43 8-8-2024 Hon. Dr Ratu Atonio Lalabalavu
Minister for Health and Medical Services Burden of Non-Communicable Diseases The statement will focus on the efforts that the Ministry through the Wellness Division is undertaking to address the burden 

of Non-Communicable Diseases (NCDs) in our country
The Hon. Alvick Maharaj and Hon. Penioni Ravunawa 
subsequently responded

44 8-8-2024 Hon. Lynda Tabuya
Minister for Women, Children and Social Protection

15th Triennial Conference of Pacific Women and 8th 
Pacific Women Ministers Meeting

The statement will provide an update on the 15th Triennial Conference of Pacific Women and the 8th Pacific Women 
Ministers Meeting

The Hon. Virendra Lal and Hon. Ratu Josaia Niudamu 
subsequently responded

45 8-8-2024 Hon. Siromi Turaga
Minister for Justice

New Policy Initiatives Implemented in Fiji Corrections 
Service The statement will provide an overview of the new policy initiatives implemented in the Fiji Corrections Service

The Hon. Ketan Lal and the Leader of the Group 
of 9 Bloc the Hon. Ioane Naivalurua subsequently 
responded

46 8-8-2024 Hon. Jese Saukuru
Minister for Youth and Sports Ba Provincial Multi-Ethnic Youth Festival

The Ba Multi-Ethnic Youth Festival was held from the 25th to the 27th of July 2024. It can be best described as a transformative 
event, that brought together the vibrant and diverse youth of the Ba province, allowing them to emerge into a unified force 
for positive change.
The festival provided a platform for young people to showcase their talents, build connections, and contribute to the 
development of their communities.

The Hon. Rinesh Sharma and Hon. Alipate Tuicolo 
subsequently responded

47 8-8-2024 Hon. Alitia Bainivalu
Minister for Fisheries and Forestry

Signing of the United States Fisheries Treaty Agreement 
with the Pacific Island States

The Hon Minister for Fisheries and Forestry will deliver a Ministerial on the recent signing of the Memorandum of 
Understanding among the Governments of Certain Pacific Island States including Fiji and the Government of the United 
States of America, regarding fishing access terms for 2024 and will elaborate on the following;
(a) Background of the treaty
(b) Amendments of the current MOU; and
i(c) Fiji’s distribution component

The Leader of the Opposition the Hon. Inia Seruiratu 
and Hon. Viliame Naupoto


